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The following summarizes the ASME Government Relations activities related to the American Competitiveness Initiative (ACI)/ Innovation-related legislation. The activities include those directly aimed at supporting the ACI as well as those that support the goals of the ACI, including increased investments in R&D and improved K-12 STEM education. 

Upcoming Events:  2007

February 27, 2007:  Inter-Sector Committee on Federal R&D (ISCFRD) Meeting.  Meetings will be convened in Washington, DC for the ASME Board on Government Relations Task Forces and the Energy Committee focusing on Engineering Research and Development at key Federal Agencies (NSF, DOE, NIST, DOD, NASA, EPA and NIH).   ASME members will interact with officials from the Administration, Congress and the Federal Agencies to obtain information on their Fiscal Year 2007 budget requests.  The information obtained from these meetings will be utilized for our Chapter on “Mechanical Engineering in the FY07 Budget” which is included in the American Association for the Advancement of Science Report, and for 2007 position statements.

May 7-8, 2007:  NAE Convocation and 5th Annual Engineering R&D Symposium, Washington, DC. Over 18 engineering organizations will cosponsor the Symposium, which will be funded by a grant from the United Engineering Foundation.  Speakers from the Administration, Congress, Industry and Academia will focus on key issues related to Research and Development, Innovation and Competitiveness.  

Spring 2007:   The ASME Board on Government Relations will convene an Energy Independence Workshop focusing on obtaining a global perspective on long-term energy plans of countries such as Brazil, Japan, etc.

January-December 2007:  ASME and IEEE will work with the Congressional Research and Caucus Co-Chairs to identify topics and convene briefings highlighting Research and Development.  The United Engineering Foundation approved a $31,000 grant to support these briefings so all five founder societies - ASME, AIChE, AIME, ASCE and IEEE – will be listed as cosponsors on these briefings.

ASME ACI Related Activities:  Nov. 2005 – Nov. 2006

National Academies Convocation

· On September 28, 2006, ASME cosponsored the National Academies’ “Convocation on Rising Above the Gathering Storm: Energizing and Employing Regions, States, and Cities,” which was held in Washington, D.C.  The Convocation brought together over 600 government, industry, research and education leaders from all 50 states to discuss ways in which to advance U.S. competitiveness. The discussion focused on education, research and innovation; all key action areas identified in its report “Rising Above the Gathering Storm” released earlier this year.  ASME member Dr. John W. Ahlen, President of the Arkansas Science & Technology Authority, chaired the southeastern regional breakout session at this event.  This session was one of the five breakout sessions that was videocast simultaneously, and is now available for viewing on the Gathering Storm web site, http://www7.nationalacademies.org/gatheringstorm/.

4thAnnual Engineering R&D Symposium


· ASME was the lead organizer for the 4th Annual Engineering R&D Symposium which was convened on May 17-18, 2006.  Topics of discussion during the first day of the Symposium included ACI, the National Academies report “Rising Above the Gathering Storm – Energizing and Employing America for a Brighter Economic Future,” and the Protecting America’s Competitive Edge” (PACE) Act legislation.  Featured speakers on these topics were Raymond L. Orbach, Ph.D., Director of the DOE Office of Science, U.S. Department of Energy; Senator Lamar Alexander (R-TN); and Senator Jeff Bingaman (D-NM).  


Congressional Briefings


·  On September 26, 2006, ASME organized a briefing for the Society of Women Engineers focused on efforts to promote diversity within the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) workforce.  Representatives Rush Holt (D-NJ) and Vernon Ehlers (R-MI) both provided opening remarks.  The briefing was held in conjunction with the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues and the House STEM Education Caucus.  The speakers were Dr. Johanna Levelt Sengers, Scientist Emeritus at the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and co-chair of the new InterAcademy publication, Women for Science, and Department of Education Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights Stephanie Johnson Monroe.  In her remarks, Assistant Secretary Monroe discussed the Department’s role in ACI.  

·  On April 6, 2006, due to ASME’s role on both the House Research and Development (R&D) Caucus Advisory Committee and the House STEM Education Caucus Steering Committee, ASME convened a joint Caucus briefing on the National Science Foundation Science and Engineering Indicators 2006 report and its companion piece, "America's Pressing Challenge-- Building a Stronger Foundation." Speakers included Dr. Steven Beering and Dr. Jo Anne Vasquez, both members of the National Science Board (NSB).  Dr. Beering chairs the NSB Subcommittee on Science and Engineering Indicators, while Dr. Vasquez was one of the main authors of the companion piece and is the first-ever K-12 educators to serve on the NSB.  

·  On February 21, 2006, ASME staff worked with SWE and Northrop Grumman Corporation, the Co-chairs of Engineers Week (EWeek) 2006, to convene a Congressional noontime briefing, in conjunction with the House STEM Education Caucus, on the issue of K-12 science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education.  This briefing informed Congressional staff members, EWeek societies and sponsors, and other STEM education stakeholders about how professional societies are reaching out to educators, counselors, and K-12 students, through efforts like Connecting Educators to Engineering (the EWeek 2006 grassroots initiative), to help enhance STEM education in schools across the nation.  It also emphasized the national imperative of improving K-12 STEM education in the United States, as highlighted in the report, “Rising Above the Gathering Storm: Energizing and Employing America for a Brighter Economic Future.”  Briefing speakers included:  Dr. Kathie Olsen, Deputy Director of the National Science Foundation; Mr. Neil Siegel, Sector Vice President of Technology and Vice President and Chief Engineer, Command, Control, and Communications, Northrop Grumman Mission Systems; Dr. Ethan Lipton, President of the International Technology Education Association; and Ms. Beverly Henry Wheeler, President of the National Association for College Admissions Counseling.  Patricia Welesko Garland, Engineers Week Chair 2006, served as moderator for this event.  

·  On November 2, 2005, ASME Government Relations convened a briefing for the Congressional R&D Caucus on the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) report, “Rising Above the Gathering Storm: Energizing and Employing America for a Brighter Economic Future.”  Speakers included the Caucus Co-Chair, Rep. Rush Holt (D-NJ), Dr. Gail Cassell, Committee on Science, Engineering and Public Policy, National Academies and Vice President of Scientific Affairs and Distinguished Lilly Research Scholar for Infectious Diseases of Eli Lilly and Company, and Susan Traiman, Director, Public Policy Business Roundtable.   This was the first briefing convened in the U.S. House of Representatives on the NAS report warns that the United States faces serious challenges from global competition and recommends renewed investment in K through 12 education, greater investment in basic research, incentives to improve higher education, and incentives to advance innovation.  Presentations from the briefing are available at http://www.researchcaucus.org/presentations/default.asp    The report is available at http://books.nap.edu/catalog/11463.html 
 

Position Statements


· #06-30:  ASME signed onto a letter circulated by the Innovation and Competitiveness Coalition urging appropriators to support research investments as proposed in the American Competitiveness Initiative. (10/11/06)

· #06-29: The ASME Center for Public Awareness signed on to a STEM Coalition letter thanking the Senate leaders who introduced the new National Competitiveness Investment Act.  (10/10/06)

· #06-27:  ASME signed on to a Coalition letter urging support for the Permanent Tax Credit for Research and Development (9/12/06)

· #06-22:  The ASME Center for Public Awareness sent a letter thanking House Science Committee Chairman Sherwood Boehlert (R-NY) and Ranking Member Bart Gordon (D-TN) for their leadership in unanimously reporting H.R. 5358, the Science and Mathematics Education for Competitiveness Act, out of Committee. (7/5/06)
· #06-21:  The ASME Center for Public Awareness signed on to a STEM Coalition letter thanking House Science Committee Chairman Sherwood Boehlert (R-NY) and Ranking Member Bart Gordon (D-TN) for their leadership in unanimously reporting H.R. 5358, the Science and Mathematics Education for Competitiveness Act, out of Committee.  (06/28/06)
· #06-20:   The ASME Center for Public Awareness signed on to an Innovation Coalition letter encouraging the House and Senate leadership to give the innovation-related legislation floor time as soon as possible. (6/19/06)


· #06-16:  STEM Coalition Letter to House Science Committee Chairman Sherwood Boehlert thanking for his Committee’s leadership in introducing H.R. 5358, the Science and Mathematics Education for Competitiveness Act. (05/11/06)
· #06-15:  Innovation Coalition Letter Thanking the President for his Leadership on Investment in R&D and Education. (05/05/06)
· #06-10:  STEM Coalition letter on FY 2007 Education Budget, which includes part of the ACI, to HHS Education Appropriation Committees. (04/17/06)

· #06-09:  STEM Coalition Letter on FY 2007 NSF Budget, which includes part of ACI, to Science, Justice Commerce Appropriations Committees. (04/17/06)

· #06-07:  The NSF Task Force signed onto a Coalition for National Science Funding (CNSF) letter to President George W. Bush thanking him for the Administration’s FY 2007 request of $6.02 Billion for the National Science Foundation, which includes part of ACI. (03/21/06)


· #06-06:  The NSF Task Force released their position statement, for inclusion in the record for the House Science, State, Justice, and Commerce Appropriations Subcommittee on the Administration’s FY 2007 budget request for the National Science Foundation, which includes part of ACI.  (03/16/06)

· #06-04:  ASME President Richard E. “Gene” Feigel signed onto a letter issued by the Council on Competitiveness to the Speaker of the House and Senate Majority and Minority leaders, urging them to maintain and sustain bipartisan support for implementing a competitiveness strategy for the United States. (02/24/06)

· #06-03:   ASME President Richard E. “Gene” Feigel sent letters to Sens. Alexander, Bingaman, Domenici and Mikulski thanking them for introducing the “Protecting America’s Competitiveness Edge (PACE)” Acts and expressing ASME’s support for policy recommendations in the legislation to double federal funding for research, and for vastly improving K-12 Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) education. (01/26/06)

· #06-02: STEM Coalition sent a letter to Andrew Card, White House Chief of Staff, asking him to respond to the Gathering Storm report. (01/05/06)
· #06-01:  ASME President Richard. E. “Gene” Feigel sent a letter to White House Chief of Staff Andrew Card asking him to respond to the recommendations in the recent National Academies report, “Rising Above the Gathering Storm: Energizing and Employing America for a Brighter Economic Future” in the President’s upcoming State of the Union address.  (01/04/06)
· #05-27:  ASME President Richard E. “Gene” Feigel sent a letter to Sen. Ensign, Sen. Lieberman, Sen. Alexander and Sen. Bingaman, as well as the other original co-sponsors of the National Innovation Act, supporting the legislation and its focus on U.S. competitiveness and the need for innovation. (12/30/05)
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