American Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering (AIMBE)
Report to AAES on Action Taken to Address the Rising Above the Gathering Storm 
Report

As the possibility of the United States losing its scientific and technological edge becomes greater, the American Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering (AIMBE) continues to support important legislation that will protect American Competitiveness. 
AIMBE has been working closely with the office of Senator Joe Lieberman (D) Connecticut, to revise the American Center for Cures Act.  AIMBE continues to create and maintain ties within the government to ensure the passage of innovation legislation.  
In addition to supporting the CURES Act, AIMBE also backed the Small Business Innovation Research Act (SBIR) through Representative Sam Graves, (R) Missouri. The passage of both of these acts will help put into motion the recommendations made by the National Academy of Sciences in Rising Above the Gathering Storm Report. 

AIMBE, together with the Council on Competitiveness, the Innovation and Competitiveness Coalition, as well as other coalitions and partners, such as the Coalition for National Security Research, and the Coalition for National Science Funding Research, continues to work to create a stronger voice for the need for legislation to protect research funding for new innovations. 
At a recent meeting of the Coalition for National Security Research, AIMBE heard first hand about types of legislation and ideas that may be implemented in an attempt to turn Gathering Storm proposals into realities. Ideas included focusing on Middle School level math curriculum to set the foundation for math, science, and engineering education as well as helping engineers receives the appropriate level of security clearance needed to work on national innovation issues in the Department of Defense. Implementing such ideas can help keep America competitive, and AIMBE intends to continue to support such initiatives.
AIMBE will continue to work on the issue of American Competitiveness and is willing to meet with other interested AAES member groups to share information and ideas about the issues at hand. Keeping America competitive is critical to AIMBE’s shareholders and partners as well as to the community AIMBE represents.
